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SUBJECT: SINGAPORE TEMPORARY ASYLUM CENTER FOR REFUGEES 

1 . UNHCR REGIONAL REP SAMPATKUMAR CONTACTED AMBASSADOR 
DECEMBER 21 TO BRING HIM UP TO DATE ON SAMPATKUMAR'S DISCUSSIONS 
WITH GOS OVER SINGAPORE OFFER OF ISLAND FOR REFUGEE TRANSIT CAMP. 

2. SAMPATKUMAR SAID HE HAD MET DECEMBER 20 WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY 
POLITICAL DIVISION DIRECTOR (AND ACTING PERMSEC) TAN BOON 

SENG AFTER HOME MINISTRY OFFICIALS HAD REFERRED HIM TO FOREIGN 
MINISTRY. (INDICATIVE OF SOME BUREAUCRATIC BUCK-PASSING. TAN 
EXPRESSED SURPRISE THAT SAMPATKUMAR HAD COME TO HIM.) ACCORDING 
TO SAMPATKUMAR, TAN HAAD STRESSED THAT GOS REMAINED CONCERNED 
ABOUT TWO MAIN QUESTIONS: 

AVAILABLE OF FUNDS TO FINANCE THE CAMP AND UNHCR ASSURANCES THAT 
ALL REFUGEES WOULD BE MOVED ON FROM SINGAPORE. IN RESPONSE TO 
LATTER POINT, SAMPATKUMAR SAID HE COULD ONLY TELL TAN THAT SO 
FAR UNHCR HAD ALWAYS DONE SO. HE HAD SUGGESTED TO TAN A JOINT 
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MEETING WITH BOTH FOREIGN AND HOME MINISTRIES TO DISCUSS 
THE PROJECT FURTHER, WHICH TAN THOUGHT A GOOD IDEA, BUT NOTED 
WOULD TAKE "SOME TIME" TO ARRANGE. 

3. COMMENT: APPEARS TO US THAT SAMPATKUMAR AND SINGAPOREANS ARE 
CAUGHT UP IN BUREAUCRATIC ROUND-ROBIN, WITH GOS MOVING AT SNAIL'S 
PACE ON TRANSIT CAMP PLANNING WHILE AWAITING CONCRETE ASSURANCES 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

FROM UNHCR RE FINANCING AND GUARANTEED ONWARD MOVEMENT OF REFUGEES 
WHICH SAMPATKUMAR SEEMS UNABLE TO PROVIDE. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE 
THAT BEST WAY TO BREAK THIS IMPASSE WOULD BE FOR UNHCR GENEVA 
TO SEND TO SINGAPORE FOR DIRECT TALKS WITH GOS A SENIOR OFFICIAL 
WITH SUFFICIENT AUTHORITY AND EXPERTISE TO PROVIDE SPECIFIC, 

DETAILED ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS SINGAPOREANS ARE ASKING. 
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